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A SERMON 

Lately Preach'd at Braintree^ 3^. PariJIj^ 
and now Publiflied to the World by 
the Rev"^. Mr. Porter 6i Bridgwater ; 
from thofe Words in Isaiah, 64. 6. 
— All our Rigbteoufneffes are as filthy 
Rags. ' ' . ■ 

I 

In a Letter to the Authory 



*tm 



To be 



Communicated to his Attejlators. 

~. — ■ ■ I I ■■ . — ' ■■!■ 

By Lemuel Brianty A. M. 

And Paftor Of the firft Church in Brainiree. 

'--Turning tht Grace ofGOD into La/civiou/nefs." -St. Jude. 
'"Of this Sort an they which creep into HoufeSy and lead captive 

filly IVomen laden with Sins, Ud away with diyers Lujls. 
Whofe Mouths rnuft beJi^ped.-St. Paul. 



Boston : Printed by J.Greenytor D. Gookin^ xn MarUforough^ 
Street^ oppoiite to Dr. SEWALL'^.Mceting-Houfe. 1750* 
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LETTER, &c. 



J^ev. Sir. 




tOXJR Sermbn ,on Ifaiah 64. 6. 
"^ preached at tlic ^d.Fanih in Brain- 
' tree the 25^/j. of kft December, and 
. fince publilh'd to the World under 
I the Patronage of Jive wor^ Divines^ 
has put mc upon writing, the fol- 
lowing Letter, which I venture abroad without 
taking the Trouble to ride ^hti: Aitejiators ; being 
fiilly perf waded of the Truth of what a venerable 
Father in thefe Churches obferved to you, when 
follicited to ufher your Performance into the 
World with a recommendatory Preface, That it 
viill carry it's awn Force with it. And I trult you 
will not think it impertinent in mc to undertake 
the Office of a Retnacker on you ^lahorate, Or-t 



6 A LETTER, &c. 

tbodtfXy n»eU Bttefhd Prtacbmenty finoe 'tis fo f x-< 
prefly levelled agstinft a late printod. Difcourie; of 
mine on the fame Text, and deliveied as near jkiy 
ParUh as perhaps you could readily find a Pulpit 
open for you. 

What your defign was in favouring Brain-- 
tree with this Specimen oithe good oldCahiniJlical 
Way oj Preachin^y ( tho', as i (hall (hew in the 
Sequel, not altogether fo Cahinijiical as perhaps 
you imagined ) your dclign in it, I fay, I pretend 
not to determine, having not as yet arrived to the 
Gift of Difcerning Spirits. I charitably hope it 
Was well meant, to confirm that good People to 
whom it was preached,/;/ 5^/// humbling and Chrtji 
exalting DoSirines. But fince you yourfelf ac- 
knowledge there is a great deal of Wickednefs 
cleaving to the bejl performances of the very befi 
Men on Earth, you will forgive me if I (hould 
fay /tis not impoffible that there might be 
fome little Defign in the Time of it fpringing from 
the old and not from the new Man in you, ^o 
make an impreifion on my People to the disadvan- 
tage of their unworthy Paftor. And if there was, 
{ which I am fo far from determining, that I only 
fuppofe it poffible ) it will be but a fiiendly Office 
in me to inform you what fnccefe your Labours 
have met with. 

■ I 

i 

' And tmly, ( Mr. Porter^ ) I rejoice that I can 

tell you. Neither the Force of your reajbningy 

nor die Fervency diymr Brother Eaton's Prayers ; 
nor yet ( I would further add if I tho't my Bold^ 
Be(^ could hope fiar Pardon ; ) ibc€bara£ler and 

Influence 



If^uence which yotir Atteftators have' this Way : 
Neither of thefe, I fay, has as yet procured rtvf 
Difmiffion, But notwithftanding all you have 
faid^ ( or I believe can fay^ ) notwithftanding the 
afliduous Endeavours of feveral warm Gentlemeii 
to fow D if cord among Brethren^ which the Scrip- 
ture fays is an Abomination to the Lord : We havti 
as, yet a pretty confiderable Degree of what nve caH 
Chrijiian Love and Union amongft us, You and 
fome others perhaps will give it no better a Name 
than that of curfed Peace ; which dreadful Curft 
thefe Churches have of late years bid fair to be 

delivered from. 

. ' ■ ' *■ 

I acknowledge I fhould not have the greateft 
Opinion of the Union that at prefent fubfifts a- 
mongft us, and which this little Flock commit- 
ted to my Care ( to their eternal Honour be it 
fpoken ) have been fo remarkable for all along 
thefe divided diftrafted Times, had we any better 
Reafon than the rafti Cenfures of others, to con- 
clude it was founded only in Ignorance and Car- 
nal Security. ' 

■ But if we are as ignorant, blind and ftupid a 
People as fome are pleafed to reprefent us, ( wh6 
p^baps would be full as well employed in mend- 
ing therxifelves as in fpeakingEvil of their Neigh- 
bours ) yet I defire to blefs God, we have this 
^lopefulfymptom ftill left upon us, that we arc 
dcfirous to know the Truth. And not only fo; 
but 'tis the Difpofition of my Charge to fcek for 
iRiH the holy Scriptures without iny flavifh at- 
pchm^ui to humane £chcme$« 

Indeed 
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Indebd it muft be acknowledged with all 
Gratitude, that there has of late Years, been a re^ 
markable Out-pouring of the good old Berean 
Spirit 3 and the Perils, that in Times of Ignorance 
and implicit believing have attended Freedom arid 
Plainnefs of Speech ( which is an eflential Brahch 
of that Holinefs that becomes God's Houfe for- 
ever ) are yery confiderably abated. 

Firmly believing this, and that no Truth can 
ever fufFer by Examination, I venture ( Dear Sir ) 
to Oppofe Jb mighty y fo well attejied an Author. 
And what I have to fky to yourfelf I fliall digeifc 
into the following order. 

ift. I will (how how far in fad you Oppofe 
me in your Sermon, whatever you aimed to do 
in the Time of preaching and publifhing it. 

zly. I will particularly confider the feveral Ar-^ 
guments you ufe to Support this your Oppofition,' 
and point out to you the weaknefs and infufficien- 
cy of them to this Purpofe. 



. •*• * 



3/y. I will ihow that fo far as you have any 
Controverfy with me, you equally oppofe Calvin 
himfelf. Upon the Truth of which, you will al- 
low me the Liberty to expoftiilate a little wijfc 
yourfelf, and Rev, Atteftators, as to the Cry youl 
have raifed from the fuppofed Abufe of thisText^ 
about the Growth of Arminiafin. 



■\ 



♦ .•M.t 



. jy?. I am to. fliow how far in Fad yott 
me in your Sermoni-^rj-~Aadhere,fOhc Wi 
r be 
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be apt to tlunk by your ranning TidCyand by the 
doleful ( tho' I hope groundleis ) Cry you make 
about Religion's dying with the Fathers for want 
of proper Peribns to wpply their Places^ as well a$ 
innumerable other broad Hints in your Sermon^ 
that it was the Bibk itfelf that was ftruck at by 
fome unfound and unferious ; by fome bold, grace* 
lefs young Heretick. But upon comparing Notes^ 
I believe it will be found that you have in fad no 
Controvcrfy with ine, only as to the Senfe and 
Defign of One fingle Pafiage in this Book : And 
Aat is thofe Words, in Ifaiah 64. 6. — jUI our 
RigbteoufneJJes are as filthy Rags. -"A endeavour tq 
(hew that the Prophet is not Q)eaking of the Vir- 
tues of real good Men, and branding true Righte- 
oufncfs with the odious Charafter of filthy Rags • 
but only defcribing and lamenting the general 
want of it. Mr. Porter fays nay ; This is not the 
Senfe and Defign of the Prophet in the Paflage 
under Confideration, but that the Text is rack'd, 
and a Senfe extorted from it that it was never wil- 
ing to fpcak ; that it intends not the Hypocritical 
Performances of wicked Men, but the beft Virtues 
of the beft Men, of vrhxch filthy Rags is a very fit 
Refemblance. 

This I take to be the true ftate of the Point in 
Difpute. And confequently all your after-Dif- 
courfc, everyThing you have advanced relating to 
fome other controfrertedPoints in Divinity whichl 
you take occafion to fpeak of in the profecutioa of 
this Subjed, I have at prefent nothing to do with« 
nor could you from any Thing delivered in my 
^mon with the leaftX5DlQUf of reafon pretend to 
'' B level 
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level your ipiritual Artillery againft me. If yoa 
aimed at me, in thatFire of Zed about fubftituting 
pur perfonal^m thcKoom ofChvi&'sJurety^ Rigbte^ 
mifnefs^ you have certainly mi&'d your Mark, and 
muft charge again if you defign to do Execution. 
If you tho't I had taught tmt we are perfedly 
Righteous } that we are as Righteous as the AngeU 
in Heaven } or what is worfe ftill, that our Righ- 
teoufnefs deferves to be compared with the Infinite 
Purity of the divine Nature^ or finally that we 
can meritHeaven by it ; If thefe were yourTho'ts, 
I fay, you have mifkken the Man, and are fight- 
ing only with your own Shadow. 

I challenge you, or any one, or all of your 
Attefbtors, to point out a fingle Paflage in my 
Sermon where the DoArine of Jufiification by the 
^^r/V of lV^*s /^f/^M/ Righteoufnefs is kflerted, 
or from whence it can by good and neccffary 
Confequence be inferred. All I contend for, the 
whole Point I have in View throughout my 
whole Difcourfe ( I fay again \ is only to fhow 
that the Prophet did not deugn to brand the 
Vertues of real good Men with this odious Cha* 
rader of Jlkby Rags^ but is fpeaking in the Text, 
of the Performances of quite a different fet of 
People. So far am I from teaching any thing 
about the merit of them, that I fay expre&ly, 
( Page 2gtb. ) Forgivenefs of Sin aTid final Ac^ 
aptance mtb the Father is thro' the Merits of the 
sin. And is diere any thing contradidory and 
inconfiflent in all this ? Can diere be no Degree of 
Purity in Men, and this Purity held not to be 
filthinefea without fuppc^Gs^ ^/^S/w/Righteooiiieiy 
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to be the Meritorims Caufe of our Juftificatioii.' 
I confcfs I never yet faw ( before Mr. Portfr and 
Company (hewed us ) the Abfurdity and Bla(phe- 
my, the Popery and Arminiafin of believing 
Purity to be Purity^ and good ff^orks to bi good 
Works. But I always tho't that fo far as any 
Man is pure, ( let it be in a greater or leflcr De* 
gree ) he is not filthy. Nor can I fee what end 
it will anfwer in carrying on 2l glorious Work ot 
Reformation in the Land to make perfonal Good- 
neis of no Account, and to load it with thd mod: 
Opprobious Language, bccaufe we an't fo perfeft 
in the Praftice of it, as fome other fuperiourBeings 
in the Uriiverfe. God don't defpife the Day of 
fmall things, but reprefents himfelf as rejoycing in 
the Beginning and moft imperfedl Degrees of 
true Goodnefs in his Creatures. Why then (hould 
Chrijl's AmbaJJadors fet at nought this Ornament 
of great Price in God's fight ? If there is a mix* 
ture of Wickednefs ( as undoubtedly there is ) in 
the beft Men on Earth, that ought to be called 
Wickednefs, and put far away from us ; but fo 
far as they are pure and holy, for my part I fee 
no Reafon why they fhould not be called fo, and 
from the excellency of the thing, be encouraged to 
cultivate this Divine Temper in their Souls. Woe 
unto bim that calls evil goody and good evil. 

But all this will not do, you ftillinfifl: upon It,^ 
that thofe Divine Vertues which conftitute the 
Image of God.are in his fight no better th^n filthy 
RagSy and that it was the Defign of the Prophet 
in particular, in the Paflage under Confidcrationi 
to reprefent them as fuch. But as faying and pro- 
' "' ^ B 2 ving 
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ving differ as mwJi as iayiog and doiog^ I will 
preiume as was propofed, ( zly. ) To Examine 
the feveral Arguments you ufe to fupport your 
oppoiite Senie of the Text, and point out to you 
i^e weakne^ and infufficiency of them to this 
Ptirpoie.. 

You &y you could eafily make out what you 
advance relating to the Senfe and Deiign of the 
Prophet in the Text, by Arguments drawn from 
l^e Context and other Parts of Ifaiab's Prophecy.. 
Strange to me I when 'twas (b eafy, you had not 
tryed what you could do this way ; efpecially 
when you yourfelf fay (Pag. 3 J '* Some ip the 
Explication of this profefled Rule ( meaning the 
BwleJ dont duly confider the Text zndContext, the 
Scope and Defign of the infpired Penman, to find 
the genuine meaning of the Pailage under Confi* 
deration, &c. *' Pray Sir, how can you tell 
who the Prophet is here fpeaking of, and what 
Chara^er he is drawing, unlefs you confider the 
whole ran of his Difcouife. You won't, I truft, 
pretend that by your inward Illumination you can 
certainly tell die meaning of an Author in any 
broken Sentence picked out of his Writings, with^ 
put taking into Confideration other parts of his 
Difcourle^ upon which the right underftanding of 
it e£kntially depends. Trafy, Mr, Porter, your 
pafiing over the Conte:|ct and other parts of this 
Book fo flightily, when you were profefledly fett^ 
)ing the Senfe of a few dependant Words in it, 
and whep this was the only pofiible way to caft 
^ trae Light upon your Subjedt, is not with me 

the moft mdubitable Evidence that you tho't th^ 

Confideratiou 
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Confideration of thcfc Things would fcrve your 
prefent turn. 

But you iay there is no need of this, iince 
^l the Text it felf without going any further, fur- 
niflies you with Arguments fufficient for your 
purpo/e. " It may be ib. But you wont take it 
amHs if I prefume to examine your Arguments 
a little before I believe it. Your 

i/i Argument is taken from the Word Rigbte^ 
oujnej/es. And what you iky here may be thrown 
into this Form. If the Word Rigbteoufnejs or 
Rigkeoufnejfes is never in Scripture ufed for the 
Hypkritical Performances of wicked Men, but to 
denote fomething traly good and excellent ; then 
we may infer that the latter and not the former 
is intended in the Text — -^ I acknowledge there 
would be fomething of an Argument here, if 
your Hypothecs could be maintained. But that it 
cannot is no hard Tafk to prove. The Cafe in 
ihort is fo plain that I have been aftonifhed ( as 
well as many others ) that your Supervijor, or 
fome of your Reverend Attejtaton had not coun- 
celled you better, ( as young Men I know need 
Advice ) than to let fuch an Ai^ument as diis 
appear in Publick. What ! is there no Pkoe, from 
the Beginning of Genejis to the End of Revelatim 
where the Term Rigbteoufnefs is applied to the 
Hypocritical Performances of wicked Men ? Strange 
you fliould not know better than this ! Don't wci 
read in this Book of Men that truji to tbeir own 
Rigbteoufnejs ; that go about to ejiablijh a Rigbteouf- 
nefs oj their own ; diat/zrni (fwayjrom tbeirRigb^ 
" ■ " teoujnefs'y 
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come to fix fiich an unGinhed Senfe on the Term 
«// in this Text^ when yon yourfelf will acknow- 
ledge, that in many other Places of holy Scripture 
'ds fp &x from intending XJniverfality^ that it does 
not comprehend even the Majority^ only a few 
Mrticolar Perfons. Thus when we read of 
Chrift'8 dying, of his giving his Life a Ranfom 
for all^ of ms tailing of Death for every Man, 
( whidi Language is at Icaft as univerfal as this 
in our Text ) you know very well that all and 
every Man does not intend ( according to the 
Letter ) aU and every Man : . But muft he con-^* 
ftrued agreubk to the Analogy of Faitb^ as mean- 
ing only a Jew. 

4 

I know it will not follow fi-om hence that it is 
to be taken fo in this Place, in particular. But 
fxwci the abovementioned Escunples it appears, to 
ymi I hope at leaft, that it may be upon Occafion 
thus Reftrained. And there is this further Con- 
fideration that will perhaps render it not only 
poffibk^ but alfo pretty probable, that it was not 
(^ftriSdy fpeaking ) a univerfal, but only a general 
Charader the Prophet is here drawing ; that this 
is perfeSly s^eable to the prophetick Stile, and 
many Inibnces of the fame Namre may eafily be 
produced from the Writings of thefe holy Men of 
old« Thus Mofei diicribing the Wickednefe of 
the old World, feys in Gen. 6. I2. jiLL Fkjk 
bad corrupted his Way on Earth. But this Ac- 
count icaftnot ftri(^y fpeaking comprehend edl the 
Men that were then on the Earthj for- there is at 
l^e fiune Time an expreis Exemption of Noab^ 
yrho isfttd tobe a Jufi Man^ perje&4n Ids Gene^ 
V / ^ ration^ 
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ration^ and one that walked with. God. And 
therefore we read of his finding Grace in the 
Eyes of the Lord, and being with his Houfe 
faved from the fatal Deluge. And fo again j 
In the Prophet yeremiab's Day on Earth, the 
Almighty challenges them to find fo much as a 
Man that was trucly good in Jerufalem. And 
yet we can't fuppole they were all to a Man, 
Vicious and Ungodly ; • but that they were gener- 
ally fo, and confidered in a National View verily 
Guilty before God. But not to enlarge in fo plain 
a Cafe; much to the fame Purpofe are th<rfc 
Words in the j ^th Pfalm 3^/ Ver. They are ALL 
gone ajide^ they are altogether become JUtlyy^ there 
is NONE that doetb good^ no not one. Whatever 
Time of prevailing Corruption the facred Writer 
here alludes to, no doubt iheic was then a Rem- 
nant according to the EkStionoj Grace ^ that- truly 
feared God. All therefore that can be intended 
in the Pafiage is, tliat Vice was Rampant aftd 
nearly Epidemical. And why might- we iVot 
{ if Mr. Porter had not forbid - it ) thus have- uh-i 
derftood the Pi ophet in our Texi: ? And what if 
we fliould after all, thus underftand hirh, finee 
there are fo many particular Places in Scripture to 
countenance the Conilruc3:ion. 

One thing further I will mention while I think 
>of it ; and that is, if it was every individual in 
the Jewifli Church to whom the Prophet applies 
theCharadter in the Text, his Gonfeffion I humbly 
Apprehend would not be very confiftent in Mr. 
^orter^s Scnfe.of>it. * You fuppofe he is confef- 
dlng the infii^e^icy of Mao*& beji perfoi^al- Righ*^ 
i. — * C teoufnefs 



• V 
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teoufnefs to Juftification, This I grant would 
found very well ; it would be a great Exprcffion 
of Humility and Self- Abafement as to the Godly 
Part of them, to acknowledge that after all their 
Virtuous Attainments, . they could not ftand Trial 
by the Law of perfect Obedience, but muft have 
Rccourfe to the free mbo't Grace of God for Par- 
don and Acceptance. But pray, what propriety 
could there be in acknowledging that . the Righ- 
teoufhefs of the reft ( which was by f*r the major 
Part ) could not Juftify them ? It would be only 
to fay, that thofe Things could not procure Jufti- 
fication, which dcferve the hig^eft Damnation. 
Certain it is our Underftanding the Prophet in tliis 
unlimited Senfe neceilarily runs us into a ilrange 
Mixture and Confufion of Characters, putting the 
mpft Vicious uppn a Parr with the moft Holy in 
Point of Acceptance with their Maker 5 whereas 
( Mr. Porter ) I truft will altow that the latter 
( the Merit of their Goodnefs being entirely exclu- 
ded ) have better Grounds to hope in God than 
the former, from the merciful Tenour of the Gof- 
pcL Tho' I know oifome warm Folks that have 
preached it up as z fundamental DoSirine of Grace, 
$hat the moft vicious Livers ftand faireft for the 
Jpecial Grace of God. r And when they defign to 
give a Man the worft of Characters, to reprefent 
hisCafc as very Bad and Dangerous, they will call 
him a moral Man. This in their Efteem places 
jiim ten Degrees below a Heathen. But Jkall we 
continue in Sin that Grace may abound ? The A 
poftle rejed:s this Antinomian notion with a mo: 
vehement GOD FORBID. But *tis high Ti 
that we proceed tQ fay fomthing to your 




A L E TT E R, &c; 19 

- 3^. And lafi Argument ; which is taken from 
the Term cur in the Te5tt, And which as yoti 
humbly apprehend, and as your Attejiators havfc 
fettled the Point,muft include the Prophet himfelf 
in the Charadler here drawn ; And confequently 
the perjcnal RighteoUfnefs of One real good Man 
at leaft is filled filthy Rags. One Inftancc I ac- 
knowledge, efpccially of fo good a Man as we all 
believe the Prophet Ifaiah was, would be quite 
fufficient in this Cafe : And the Point mull be 
given up without any more ado, if it did appeat 
that he here ftyles his own perfonal Highteoufncft 
filthy Rags. TheCharge moreover o^ahufe in chang- 
ing oar into their would be very juft. But pray 
Gentlemen^ isn't i-. as rational ( if you will allov7 
Reafon to haVi^ any Hand in fettling the fenfe of 
Scripture) tofuppofe the Prophet is here Speaking 
in a publick Capacity y and that he was ( as wfc 
commonly pbfaze it ) the Peoples Mouth to God 
in this humble Confefllon ? ' 

It will be- granted I believe that th^re is fuch 
a Thing ^National Guilty and that when a Peifo'n 
is fpeaking in this Latitude, and as a puHick Re* 
prefentative of the rctl in any humble Confeffioii 
to Almighty God, then I fiy, he can't word him- 
felf better than to fay, 0?/r Sin, and Our Guilt is 
fo and fo. And if a very righteous holy Mihifter 
Should thus confefs the Sins of this Land, or of, 
^Ai England at this Day, could any one rationally 
infer, that he ddigned to include himfelf, and 
-was fpeaking of his own petfonal Guilt of every 
\j»yi]ng- Abominition among thpm ? / trow noh 
Jndeed what is more common among feme <if 

C 2 the 
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the moft Pious arid Zealous of Cbri/i's Amba^'a^ 
d^rs^ when they are publickly confeffing the Sins 
of this Land, to exprefs ijiemfelves to this Purpofe, 
O Lordy we acknowledge our greivous Apojiacy 
jrom the Principles as well as PraStices of our 
pious Forefathers^ who for the Purity of Gofpd 
Truth ventured their Lives into this then howling 

Wildemefs Now when fuch Gentlemen fay 

our Apoftacy from their Principles, &c. they 
would not 1 truft be underftood to include them- 
felves as being perjonally guilty of departing from 
the Faith, which was then Imported. For this is 
the very Thing, even their 2ical for the Faith of 
the Fathers, that is the ground of their bitter Cry 
about the prefent decay of it. And no doubt the 
Prophet made this Confeffion in our Text, becaufe 
he was grjeved for Tranfgreflbrs. In the fore- 
going Words he fays. We are all as an unclean 
5^&^*//^^ ( or as fome modeftly exprefs it, Sicut 
Pannus Mulieris Menjtruata ) But is this the 
common Character of good Men in Scripture ? 
Of many others vaftly lefs holy than the Prophet 
'tis faid, Te are ^wajhedj ye are fanSiified. The 
prophet muft ( unlefs you would confound all 
Chara£tcrs ) here perfonate the Jewifli Chruch 
and People, and fpcak in their Names — Take an 
Inftance or two parallel with this in our Text* 
In the preceeding Chapter ijth Verje, he makes 

this Confeffion, Ibcu haji hardned our ( mark 

OuR^ Heart from thy Fear The Queftion then 

is, if the Term Our in this Place includes the 
Prophet himfelf in common with the reft 
of that wicked People ? If you iay 3?i j I lay 
you fix the worft of Charaders that is any were 

given 
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given of the moft abandoned Men on Earth, oa 
one of the beft of Men then alive. If you lay. 
Nay 5 then I beg to know what Reafons you can 
give why the Term Our fhould not be equally 
extenfive in both thefe Paflages. 

Again,* - 

In the ^gtb Chap. \2tb Ferfe-y the Prophet 
introduces the abandoned Charader of this People^ 

with that general Confeffion, Our ^ranfgref-' 

Jions are multiplied^'' What thefe were he pre- 

fently enumerates, fach as Lyings Opprejfion^ jR^- 
volty uttering from the Heart Words oj Faljhoody &c. 
Thefe the Prophet ftiles our T^ranjgreffiom j but 
furely you and all the World, muft have a much 
better Opinion of this Heavenly good Man than 
to think he was. iuch a Lying, Diflioneft Fellow 
as he muft be, if he is here included in the Term ' 
Our. Nor will it found very well, to &y, / his 
Heart was hard oed from tlie fear of God in point 
ofyuftification. But it muft, I think, be quite 
plain to impartial Inquirers, tliat he calls thefe 
Vilbnies Our Tranfgreffions in a Natio^ial and not 
in a Perfonal Senfe ; and thus.Confeflcth them. to 
God, as the Head and Reprefentative of the Peo- 
ple. For 'tis worthy of our .Obfervation, that 
in a few Words after he fpeaks of fome, whofe 
Names were not to be put into this black Cata- 
logue of Vices ; ( which yet he calls Our TranC- 
grdSions ) of fcMne who departed Jrom Evil^ and 
thereby made, tbeynfehes a Prey^ u e. become ex- 
ipofed to the Afpeifions and Ciaroours of the afore* 
mentipncd Simiers, V : 



^2 A lf.E TTERy, &€• 

. Jx would be quite ejotdlefs as well as needled 
to produce every Inftance id tbe Saaed Writings, 
where the Peribn fpeaking ufes the Term 0«r'in 
drawing of Charaders, that 'tis impoflible ihoa'd 
be applicable to himfelf without confounding all 
Diftindions between Good and Evil, between the 
Saint and the Sinner. I will therefore only add, 
that for the fame Reafon the Prophet is here fup- 
pofed to include himfelf in the Terms all and tmry 
be onoift likewife be fuppofed to include himfelf 
in the following Charader -^ — "There is none that 
calleth upon thy Name^ that fiirretb up himfelf to 
take bold of thee. The . Text fays None. But 
was not that Prophet a Man of Prayer ? We mufl: 
therefore underltand the Term None^ under the 
lame Reftridion in which we find it neceflary to 
lUn^erftand a thouiand like forms of Speech, if wc 
would make any Senfe of Scripture. 

The Apology that is made for the Prophet, 
who was a very confiftent Man, by a late Ver^ 
bofe^ Dark^ Jefuitical fTritery ( whofe Patience 
always holds out much longer than that of his 
.Readers ) will not be accepted any better than his 
'Former^ for aPerfon of a very different Charaded 
For allowing ( as we all muft ) that the RightCi- 
ous are liable to " a fadDecay of Faith and Prayer," 
What is this to ^ prefent purpofe ? Was the 
Prophet Ifaiab at this Time under any fuch De« 
<»tys ? / trow not. He appears all along to be vk 
the full excrcife of both j confeffing their. Natio* 
nal Guilt ; earneftly interceeding for this poor a** 
bwdoned People, and Refblving ^lat for Zion 
Jake be would not bold his Peaa^ md farjerufam 

iems 
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kms fake take no refty "till tbeRrghteimfneJs thereof 
went forth as Brigbtnefs^ &c.--^- What more pa^ 
thetick Prayer could the bcftSaint on Earth riidcc^ 
( and that ki the higheft Exercife of Gracb } 
than that in the \/i Verfe of this (>A^b Chap. Oh 
that thou wouldejt rent the Heavens^ that thu 
woiildeji come down, that tHe Mountains might jh^ 
down at thy prefence, 6cc. If I miftake not, tJicrd 
is here fomething like the agings ^ Grace in xh/b 
Duty of Prayer, and fomething df a Jliring up 
( in this holy Man ) to take bold ofGid. 

After all, tho' wc fhould grant that thcPto* 
phet includes himCblf in all th^ Cbara£lers ; we 
have this Refuge ftill in Refervc ; that What he 
fays is to be confined to the Place where be De^ 
livered it ; and the Dodrines of Pale flint arc no 
more to be receiv'd by us here^ (^tho' Delivered by 
the Infpiration of God ) than Oaths taken in OU 
Englandy are to be kept in America. -•.*— 

But to return ; ( Mr. Porter ) I have given 
your fcveral Arguments a Diftind and Imptrtkl 
Confideration. And if there is any Thing of 
Weight in what has been obferved, let it have ill 
Effedt ; If not, let it receive its juft Contempt. ' 
I have only to add, 

"^diy. That fo far as you have anyControveri^ 
with me, you equally Oppofc Cahin himfdil 
And upon the Truth of this you will allow lAft 
the Liberty to expoftulate a litde with yoiirfelf^ 
and Reverend JttejlatorSy as to the Cry you havd 

ifed from the AbuTe of the Tew, about thd 

rowth oi Jirminianifm amongft ps. 

It 
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It will take up too much Room to recite all 
that Calvin lays in bis Commentary oh this Text. 
I will thexcforc only turn you to one or two fliort 
Sentences full to the prefent Point — - To^prevent 
all Difquietudes in pious Minds from this feem- 
ing Difparagement of true Righteoufnefs, he lays. 
Hie fe nonnulli torquent quod Propheta de f'cele^ 
rum inquinamentis Ipquens fine exceptione yudceos 
omnes exprimaty in quibus tamen refiabant puri 
Dei cultores ; Jed Jru/ira. ^ia non loquitur de 

finguliSy fed de univerfo corpore, ^n Englifli 

thus — Here^ there be fome that Torment tbemj elves 
becaufe the Prophet /peaking of the defilement of 
Sin takes in and reprefents the Cafe of all the Jews 
without exception^ amongfi v)hom there nevertbelejs 
remained jome pure Worfhipers of God \ but in vam 
and without caufe ( i. e. they are difquieted in vain 
upon theAccount of the Prophet*s expreffing him- 
felf fo univerfally ) becaufe he does not here Speak 
of every Individual^ but of the whole Body^ or. 

confidered as a Society and Community of Men, 

Prefently after he opens . more fully ftill ; Says 

he — ^ Hie Locus citari a quibusdam folet ut 

probent adeo nihil effe merit i in Operibus noftris^ ut 
(Oram Deo putida & fatida fint. Sed hoc mibi 
videtur alienum a Propheta Jententia^ &c. &c* . 
As if he had faid; This Place ( meaning the b^th. 
Ifaiah 6th.) is wont to be cited by fome^ that they 
may, prove there is fo far from being any thing 
good and valuable in our Works j that they are in 
God's Sight noifome and filthy Things. But tbit 
appears to me to be very foreign from the Senfe ofs 

the. Prophet y &c. Thus fjKaketh Mr. Cahin 

And if thefe ( Mr, Porter^ ) were Calvin's SentU 

menf 
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ments with Rcfpcfl: to the Text under Confidc- 
ration, might not both you and your Attejiators 
very lawfully have fpared your Cries and G roanes 
about the Abufe of it. Nay, 5/>, how could you 
with any hot xi^on Calvinijiick Principles difclaim 
Calvin' % own Interpretation, ^f^ the Words ? If I 
have done him Juftice in thdiet^tations, I have 
certainly in fettling the Scnfe of the Text ( which 
is all the prefcnt Controverfy ) been quite Cahi-- 
nijtical ; unlcfs you will fuppofe that Calvin him- 
felf was not a Calviniji. Surely you had much 
more Reafon to have Charged me with Stealing 
my Interpretation from Calvin than in the leaft 
conthidi<9ing of him. How fhall we account for 
this enormous Blunder in you ? I have had vari- 
ous Gonjeftures in my own Mind about the Mat- 
ter. Sometimes I have Charitably hoped that you 
were not acquainted with Calvin's Writings ; that 
you had never Confulted him upon the Text, but 
took for grant that he underftood all Scripture juft 
m the fame Senfe in which his profeflcd Follow- 
ers now do. And then again ( to be honeft with 
you ) I confefs I have not fometimes been with- 
out my Doubts whether or no the Language in 
which Calvin wrote might not a little ftartle yoii. 
There being fome in all Ages, like thofe in Dr. 
South' Sy whom he fays, always looked uponL^//« 
to hi the Language of the Beajl. 

Sir, what your Sentiments are in this Refpedt 
br the Grounds of your thus turning an Oppojer of 
fCalviny I pretend not to determine. Your Excufe 
.|>erhap5 may be, / ivot not ^hat I did. If fo, I 
-filial Rejoiee- for your Sake. But hovvcvcr, whe- 
'- . D thcr. 
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thcr, Ignorance or Dcfign was at the Bottom of it 
( I hope the former, ) certain it is that 'tis matter 
of Lamentation, and (hall be for a Lamentation, 
that the good old Calviniftical ijoay of opening I'exts 
is fo little Regarded by his profeflcd Difciplcs. 
Alas ! Alas I that^x^ne of his youngcft Children 
fliould rife up at'^&Day againft him, and find fo 
many elder Brethren^ to Countenance, Atteft, and 
Support this hisDifobediencc andRebcllion agsunft 
him ; that the Caufe of good old Mr. Calvin fhould 
be fo wounded in the Houfe of fo many of his beft 
Friends. 

After all that I have here very openly (^and I 
truft very honeftly J obfer ved relating ioCalvini/mj 
I beg both you and your Attejiators to fpare me a 
Word relating to the Cry you have raffed about 
theGrowth mArmimanifm wiongA, us. How far 
this is true, you are f or ought to be J tl^ beft 
Judges, who have publickly AfTerted it. But to 
fix this Charader on any Man, only from his In- 
terpretation of one fingle Text; and which at the 
fame Time he proves to be Cahini/lical, is I think^ 
as Injurious to him as 'tis inconfiflent with your- 
ielves. Gentlemen^ you know very well that maf^ 
Sounds operate like a Charm on many Minds, 
" They confound their Judgment, they inflame 
their Paflions/' And this can't by any foberMen 
be judged the beft Method to make them either 
found Believers or good Livers. What Wonders 
Jhave the Terms, hfidely Papiji^ Arminian^ &c. 
wro't on Vulgar Minds, when artfully played a- 
gainft an Antagonift ? How often has Truth becn^ 
fupprcffcd and Nonfcnfe cft^bliihcd only by tho' 
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Magick of Sounds ? It never did nor never v^rill 
anfwer any good End in the propagation of Truth, 
to load our Oppojers with Terms of Reproach, and 
to endeavour by calling them hard Names to leflen 
their Reputation and Ufefulnefs, under a blind 
Notion of their being Hereticks. Errors when 
Apparent ought undoubtedly to be Oppofed by all 
that are fet for the defence of the Gofpel ; But 
then how is this to l?e managed ? Surely not by 
fixing the Populace with blind Prejudices againft 
them ; but by endeavouring a folid confutation of 
thefe Herefies by bringing Rational and Scriptural 
Arguments againft them. But if inftead of this. 
Men think to carry their Caiife merely by theAp^ 
plication of a few odious Appellations ; if inftead of 
bringing forth their ftrong Reafonings, they fall to 
Railing andScolding, and callingNamcs. It is in my 
Opinion but a more fly & covert Way of reviling and 
abufing an Opponent. And tho' it be dpne with 
ever fuch flaming Zeal for the purity of the Faith, 
and with the higheft pretences of Authority from 
Heaven, yet the fober and rational Part of Man- 
kind will ever look upon it as nothing butPhrenzy, 
and a Blafphemous Proftitution of the Ni^.me of 
God, to cQuntenance our unfandlified Spleen a-r 
gainft others, and give a currency to our own 
fenfelefs Divinity among the tho'tlefs Multitude. 

As we are all agreed in the divine Right of 
private Judgment, fo ought we to exercife all 
poflible Caution leaft we enflave our own Minds 
or the Minds of our People to any humaneSchemes 
ind Authorities ; for to teach them to fubftitute 
the Writings of weak fallible Men, in the Room 

D 2 of 
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of Chrift and his Gofpel, may perhaps in the End 
turn out as fatal as fubftituting our perfonal in the 
Room of Chrijl's furety Rigbteoujnefs. 

But 'tis Time to have done ; having already 
vaftly exceeded the length I at firft propofed in 
this Letter — Mr. Porter^ I have ftated (2% well 
as I could ) the Point in Controverfy, I have 
particularly confidered your Arguments and endea- 
voured to Point out the v^reaknefs of them. I 
have entred and profecuted my Complaint againfl: 
you and your Attejlaiors^ for raifing a Cry about 
the Growth oi Arminiantfm^ when 1 have proved 
my felf entirely Calviniflical in my Senfe of this 
Text ; which as I obferved before, is the whole 
of the prefent Controverfy. As for your aftcr- 
Difcourfe about the Merit of our Goodnefs or 
Righteoufnefs, I fay again, what I intimated be- 
fore, that I never tho't, believed or preached any 
Thing of this, but always the dire6l contrary Doc- 
trine. And if you bring the Charge I fliall cxpedt 
you Support it with good Arguments \ if not with 
^ood Attejiators. 
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Whatever your Apprehenfions or the Sen- 
timents of others may be relating to the Dodrinc 
of Merit, Juftification, &c. I aflure you, 1 always 
preach up f what I firmly believe ) that the Grace 
of God is the 0/iginal Spring of all his Creatures 
Happinefs, and that there is no fuch Thing as 
Buying, Purchafing or Meriting this Grace at his 
Hands. But that 'tis Free and Rich Grace. By 
lFreelmt2iUy 'tis the Eflential Difpofition of the 
Deity to be good. By Rich I mean, the fame 

with 
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with the Sacred Writer ; that he is good to -/B7, 
and that his tender Mercies are over JIU his 
Works. I tell myPeople indeed, that they muft do 
all thofe things that are comnianded in theGofpel ; 
which is the Law of Life to us. But am carefiil 
at the fame time to add— -that when they have 
done all they are to look for Eternal Life as the 
Gift of GOD, thro' Jefus Cbrift. 

Suffer me now to Conclude all with a few 
fliort Extrads from the Writings of a precious 
Minijler of Jefus Chrijiy now with the Lord. 
Some Men ( fays he ) feem to be fo afraid of 
iht Merit of Obedience and good Works, that 
they loath to Aflert the Neceffity of them, and 
do it with fo much Caution as if they were not 
tho'roly perfwaded of it, or did apprehend feme 
dangerous Confequence firom it. But this Fear 
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" is perfedtly groundlefs j as if Merit could not 
*^ be excluded, without cafling off our Duty, and 
" reclaiming our felves from any neceflary Obli- 

" gations to be good. 

la another Place he fays ; 
" 1 have been more careful to exprefe thefe 
'* Things ( i. e. fuch as Relate to Grace, Faith 
" and pcifonal Obedience ) more fully and dif- 
<^ tinitly, that- no Man may imagine, that whilft 
^^ we allert the neceflity of Obedience and a holy 
" Life we have anv dc{ig;n in the leaft to dero- 
*' gate from the Faith and Grace of God, but 
*^ only to engage and encourage Men to Holinefs 
*^ and a good Life, by convincing them of the 
*' abfolute indifpcnfibleNeceflity of it, in order to 
[^ Eternal Salvation. For all that I have faid i^ 
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« in plain Englijh no more than this, that its nc- 
ce£Iaiy for a Man to be a good Man that he 
may get to Heaven. And whoever finds fault 
" with this Dodlrinc, finds fault with the Gofpcl 
' it fclf, and the main End and Dcfign of the 
Grace of God therein revealed to Mankind, 
which offers Salvation upon no other Terms — 
And to preach and prefs this Dodlrine is cer- 
tainly, if any thing in the World can be fo, to 
purfue the great End and Defign of the Chriflian 
Religion"— 

In another Place he fays ; 
'* I know it hath been the great End andDefign 
of the Devil and his Inflruments in all Ages to 
undermine Religion, by making an unhappy 
Separation and Divorce between Godlinefs and 
Morality, between Faith, and the Virtues of a 
good Life,and by this means not only to weaken 
and abafe, but even wholly to deftroy thcForce 
" and Efficacy of the Chriftian Religion, and to 
" leave Men as much under the Power of the 
^' Devil and their Lufl, as if there was no fuch 
*• thing as Chriflianity in the World. But let us 
*' not deceive ourfelves ; this always was Reli- 
^^ gion, and the Condition of our Acceptance with 
" God, to endeavour to be like God in Purity 
" and Holinefs, in Juftice and Rightcoufncfs, in 
" Mercy and Goodnefs, to ceafe to do evily and 
" to learn to do well — 

In another Place he fays ; 
" There are many Perfons in the World very 
" SoUicitous about anOrthodoxBelief,and mightily 
" concerned to know what the Scriptures, but 
^ cfpccially what the Councils and Fathers have 
"^ «^ declared 
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** dcdarcd in fuch a Matter 5 and they arc nice 
«^ and fcrupulous in thefe Things even to the ut- 
^* moft Punftilio's, and will with a moft unchrif- 
** tian Paffion contend for the Chriftian Faith'' — 
But as he obferves in another Place ftill j 
" When all is done and faid, there is no fuch 
** Error and Herefy, nothing fo fundamentally 
** Oppofite to Religion as a Wicked Life. '* 

Thus he. 

Dear Sir^ I prcfume not to Subfcribe my felf 
( according to Old Style ) your Brother in the Faith 
andFcUowfhip of theGofpel ; for fear you fhould 
imagine I have not Faith eno' for any Fellowfhip, 
But you will allow me, I truft, the Privilege 
of a Heathen^ ( if found andferious ) to declare, 
that. 



am 



Tour fellow Creature^ 
And Hearty Well'WiJbir^ 



§/iii^te. May zzi 



Lemuel Briant. 
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